6                                   LORD ODO RUSSELL

from himself the fact that persistent rumours were rife in Berlin
that the decision would be against Great Britain. It appeared
that the German law officers had recommended the American
interpretation of the Treaty of 1846 to the Emperor's favourable
consideration. He did not know on what grounds, but the Ameri-
can legation seemed to share the general impression.1

The military pomp of the meeting of the three Emperors in
September 1872, in such sharp contrast to the arbitration policy
of Granville, led him to inquire if the question of international
law raised by the Treaty of Washington would be discussed by
the imperial visitors. Lord Odo thought not, though he believed
confidential notes had been exchanged between Bismarck and
Andrassy. The question naturally cropped up when the British
and American Ambassadors were dining together one evening,
and Russell asked his colleague what impression he thought was
produced in the three empires "by the great example America
and England were giving the peace-loving world." The disil-
lusioned Mr. Bancroft replied that apathy and indifference were
universal with regard to arbitration, "although he had no doubt
that in the course of years the best books on the subject would be
written and published in Germany."2

As October wore on and no award was made, the suspense
proved too much for the nerves of the American journalists. So
long a delay, they concluded, must be due to sinister influence,
and they fixed upon Lord Odo Russell as the scape-goat. In a
peculiarly ill-informed article the New York Herald <^i 23 October
accused the British Ambassador of a mean intrigue. Knowing
the unfavourable nature of the judgment, and supported by the
Crown Princess, Bleichroder and probably Bismarck, he was
attempting to secure a negative result which would mean the
failure of the arbitration, if not an absolute reversal of the
decision.8 The very next day the award was published, and it
was in America's favour* Naturally disappointed though he was,
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3"No doubt Mr, Russell presses his point with vigour and persistency calcu-
lated as he hopes to induce the Emperor to refrain from rendering a final
judgment. From the experience of the past we even conclude that he resorts
to the Geneva tactics and threatens or quibbles on technicalities to refuse to
abide by the verdict after going to court. Whether the rumour of the direct
interference of the Crown Princess and the indirect intermeddling of Prince
Bismarck should be true or false we have no idea that the efforts of the British
Ambassador will succeed. . . t"